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DCGS Genealogy 101DCGS Genealogy 101

Session II: Reaching Out 
Further to Collect Data

Links: http://www.doverdutchessgenealogy.com/Links.html
Email: vlarobardier@optonline.net

Hello, I am Valerie LaRobardier.  Welcome, and welcome back to those of you who 
were at the first session last week for Mary Colbert’s excellent presentation on 
beginning genealogy.  I’d like to thank Mary for that lesson, and also a big thanks to 
Mary Ann Zatlukal, our VP of Education, for getting this program organized.

Today we are going to get specific about searching census, court and vital records.  
For ease of use I have only one link needed for this talk, and that is this page which 
has a list of all the links pertaining to this talk.

We are covering a lot of ground today, and it is not possible to do it all justice.  
What I am trying for here is to give you a glimpse of the many different sources 
available for clues, and suggest new ways in which even familiar sources can give 
additional information.  If you wish to learn more about any of these methods, just 
indicate it on the suggestion sheet to be passed around at the end of the class.
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DCGS and FHLDCGS and FHL

Library @ 204 Spackenkill Road [between Rte 9 
and Red Oaks Mill]
Our collection specializes in Dutchess County and 
regional genealogy
Access to Family History Center materials, ordering 
and viewing LDS microfilms 
Meet third Tuesday of Sep, Nov, Jan, Mar and May
Our talks range in subject from local interest to 
general how to
Our membership is made up of those focusing on 
Dutchess County and those living here who just 
want to fraternize with like-minded individuals

More than Dutchess County Genealogy
Library @ 204 Spackenkill Road [between Rte 9 and Red Oaks Mill]
Our collection specializes in Dutchess County and regional genealogy
Access to Family History Center materials, ordering and viewing LDS microfilms 
Meet third Tuesday of Sep, Nov, Jan, Mar and May
Our talks range in subject from local interest to general how to
Our membership is made up of those focusing on Dutchess County and those living here who just want to 
fraternize
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Record GroupsRecord Groups

What is a record group?
Don’t get stuck on a one dish menu.
Gaps and lost records—how variety 
can help.
1750—limited church records and no 
census—where do I look?

Record groups are used to classify types of records used in genealogy, such as 
census, vital, newspaper.  When you are first starting out it is easy to master the 
group you feel most comfortable with and then not go outside your comfort zone.  If 
you do that you may miss many clues.  Sometimes your ancestor left tracks in only 
one group, and you may need to visit them all to locate him or her. 
Many times conflicting data and inconsistencies can be resolved by getting a well 
rounded variety of records.  
Sometimes when there are gaps, due to damaged town records or missing federal 
census, other groups can be used to fill these gaps. 
When you get back before 1790 in an area where church records did not survive, 
land and probate records may be the only clues you will find for your ancestor.  It 
takes years to master court record research, and I have not fully done so myself, but 
gaining even a beginner’s expertise in this area offers rewards well worth the effort.
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Sidebar on CitationsSidebar on Citations

Document your work by recording 
your sources!
Twofold purpose

Establish veracity
Allow others to follow your path

The reason you hear experienced genealogists harp on documenting your sources so 
much is that most of us started out not doing so and regretted the difficulty we 
caused ourselves later.
Citations are used to evaluate the veracity of the genealogy presented.  This is 
important to others, as it allows them to evaluate the strength of your research.  
If your readers wish to look up the reference, possibly to learn more to take it in a 
new direction that was not important to you, they will need to be able to retrace 
your steps.  
Ability to retrace steps is also valuable to you the researcher. The day may come 
that you rethink some of the links in a branch of your tree.  Or another may 
challenge your research.  Which links are solid and which might deserve a harder 
look?  The number and quality of your citations will help you evaluate this. 
Also, you may wish to go back to the same source later as you discover it relevant 
to another area of your research.
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Sidebar on CitationsSidebar on Citations

Here you see how one family tree software program – Legacy – helps to build the 
citation by asking you to fill in the blanks and then
Turning it into a proper citation.
Notice here that this is not quite a proper citation because I entered the author as 
Frank J Doherty rather than Doherty, Frank J.  Still, it does the job.  Anyone else 
can easily find the passage.
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I’ll Do It Later!!I’ll Do It Later!!

Recording these citations is time 
consuming and tedious.
Sometimes you collect data that is 
used much later or you may find out 
it is irrelevant and never gets used.

The reason we all begin not documenting our work is because those pesky citations 
are so tedious and when we are on a roll finding exciting new data we don’t like to 
be interrupted with housekeeping tasks like writing down the source.
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The CompromiseThe Compromise

“Cass 
County MI 

Hist”
not

“History 
of Cass 
County”

New London CT 
Biographical 

A method that works great for me is to always print the title page, whether it be a 
library book or a book I find on line or CD.  Then I give it a brief name, which most 
genealogy software programs ask you to do.  I use green ink for this so it will stand 
out—it’s not a note and not a correction.  Make sure the name begins with the most 
important keyword, such as the place name or family name, **** such as Cass 
County MI History, not History of Cass County. **** Then, be consistent about 
labeling your reprints of pages from that source with the same name, also in green 
ink.  I keep this accordion file to the right of my monitor and put all my title pages 
there as soon as I print or copy them.  That way, if two months down the road some 
of the data becomes useful, I have the citation info at my fingertips.  
Give the title page a quick check before you file it—sometimes the publisher and 
year follows on a second page—make sure you note it on the title page.
I wish I had started out also noting where I found the book—ancestry, heritage 
quest, a specific library….it often happens that later you realize a source is valuable 
and want to return to it to pull down more records.  This makes it easier to get back 
to it.
One last word—ancestry usually provides their own source citation, but also gives 
the original printed work’s information.  The same is true of genealogical literature 
collections found on CD’s.  I always use the original printed work information. The 
name of the game is making it so others can follow your path, and if the CD is no 
longer available or they do not subscribe to ancestry, those custom citations will not 
do much good.
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Note TakingNote Taking

Machine copies not subject to 
human error

Photocopies
Scans, digital photos

Note taking performed by researcher
Transcriptions
Abstracts
Extracts
Translations

There are various methods of capturing the document’s data.  Whenever possible I 
try to backup the bottom four with one of the top two.
Photocopies, scans, digital photos are all great in that they preserve the original 
document so that you may study it again in its entirety whenever you like.  The 
disadvantage is that the handwriting is difficult, the language may be unfamiliar, 
and the legibility can be faded or damaged.  You or another must struggle through it 
to gain meaning, using one of these note taking methods.
Transcription = verbatim copy duplicating spelling, punctuation and all other
aspects.  The data is then only as good as the skill of the transcriber allows.
Abstracts summarize every important detail.
The problem here is deciding what those important details are.  Also imperfect 
understanding of legalese may prevent you from abstracting correctly
Extracts pull out verbatim, a portion of the document, a mini-transcription.  Use 
quotation marks.  This may be part of an abstract.
Translations [self explanatory]

Genealogy, like most skills, is one that requires a great deal of hands on to master.  
If you wait until you know everything you need to get the job done, you are unlikely 
to ever reach the hands on stage.  For this reason I advocate making several passes 
through the learning curve.  First learn the minimum, then attempt to use it.  Once 
you do that you will have better understanding as you make your next pass through 
the learning material.
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Classifying RecordsClassifying Records

Census
Military
Vital
Land
Probate
Newspaper
Directory
Cemetery

One traditional set of record group divisions.
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Distinctions BlurredDistinctions Blurred

Plattsburgh Sentinel
24 Feb 1882

Notice re estate of 
Mary Platt Hathaway

County Court 
identified

Executor 
identified

Sometimes it is difficult to classify a record.  Is this a probate record or a newspaper 
record?  As you see it comes from the Plattsburgh Sentinel, but it is also a legal 
notice published for heirs of Mary Platt Hathaway to respond to the settlement 
hearing. This is a wonderful record, giving names of her relatives and many friends. 
We also have the executor identified and the location of the courthouse where the 
records may be found.  What a great discovery!
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Classifying RecordsClassifying Records

Enumeration lists
Census
Tax Lists
Directories

Birth, Marriage and 
Death

Civil Registrations
Church Records
Cemetery Records
Private Collections

Court
Land Records
Probate Records
Civil and Criminal 
Proceedings
Mortgages
Bankruptcies

Military
Rosters, payroll, muster 
rolls
Pensions

Newspaper
Valuable Secondary 
Source

No matter how you classify the records there will be some documents that seem to 
fit in more than one section.
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Classification SimplifiedClassification Simplified

Census
BMD
Military
Legal—usually subdivided
Heritage
Genealogies

I prefer a simplified classification that I use for all my binders and files.

Census – all census records and similar that establish residency
BMD – what we normally call vital records, no matter where it comes from, 
whether it be an actual civil registration, church record, headstone transcription, or 
obituary.
Military – pensions, muster rolls, pay stubs, DAR lineage charts
Legal—usually subdivided, Deeds and Probate at minimum
Heritage—local history books, biographical reviews
Genealogies—undocumented trees from on line or printed works.  These are not
sources, but depending on the quality of the work, can be used as research outlines.  
Just be very critical and analytical here—it is possible to put together individuals 
with citations that are well researched in and of themselves, but not for the 
individual they are applied to.  This is the topic of an entire talk that we do not have 
time to explore today, but we do have plans for Christine Crawford-Oppenheimer to 
cover it at our Fall Seminar in October.  As soon as we have finalized the date and 
time there will be registration information on our web site.
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EnumerationsEnumerations

Census Enumerations and 
Lists That Establish Residency

Moving on, lets start with census and related records.  You want to start with the 
census because that is an area that covers wide geography with plentiful on line free 
search capabilities.  Use the census to determine a narrower area to focus other 
types of research that are not so easily done on line.



14

Enumeration TypesEnumeration Types

Foreign Countries’ Census
Tax Lists
Poll Books
Freeman Lists

US Federal Census
State Census

These include: ****
US Federal Census
State Census

Can you think of others?
Foreign Countries’ Census
Tax Lists
Poll Books
Freeman Lists



15

Finding Census On LineFinding Census On Line

Heritage Quest is available free with your library card anywhere in Dutchess 
County.  

I use Firefox as a browser, and have added the extension application speed dial 
which allows me to bring up many links of a similar nature at the click of a button.  
Then I just pick the one I need to go to the web site.  This saves a lot of time.
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Census MilestonesCensus Milestones

Veterans of any war y/n and what war or expedition1930

Marital status and length of marriage, number children and how many 
still living is listed

1900

Survivors of Union or Confederate Army or Navy1910

Name and age for Rev War pensioners1840Military

Year of immigration and whether naturalized1900—1930 

Foreign born parentage is noted1870

Count of foreigners not naturalized1820—1830 Immigration

Marital status reported for all1880+

Marital status reported if within the yr1850—1870 

Given with respect to HOH1880Relationships

POB given for parents1880

Name, age and POB given for each person1850Birth

Given for each person1880+

Given for males over 15 yrs old1850—1870 

Category count occupation1820 & 1840Occupation

Every decade gives slightly different information; you have a handout that gives 
each census in detail, but here are the basic “firsts” that we look for.  The big years 
are 1850, for listing every person by name and giving their age and POB, 1880 for 
giving relationships and parents POB, and 1900 for telling how long the couple was 
married, how many children the mother had had, and how many were still living.
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State & Special CensusState & Special Census

Every state did/does not conduct state 
census.
Those states that do have may not have 
done it every ten years.
Customarily this was done at the mid-
mark, i.e. 1855, 1865….
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State & Special CensusState & Special Census

In addition to filling in missing periods in 
the family’s time line, the state and special 
census are valuable because they often 
give additional information such as county 
of birth and how long in area or where 
moved in from.
Many county genweb sites have 
transcribed these local census records and 
annotated them with material from other 
sources.
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Family Group SheetsFamily Group Sheets

Here you see how the every name census is arranged like a family group sheet, first 
HOH, then wife, then children, making it easy to envision the family unit and 
extract data.
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Before 1850 DifficultyBefore 1850 Difficulty

With the years prior to 1850 visualizing the family unit is much more difficult.  
Even going back and forth and calculating the age range for each mark you still 
cannot really get a picture of the family unit and how it changes decade to decade.



21

Census Data FormCensus Data Form

1. First transfer the 
row of tick marks 
onto the columns

2. Then fill in the 
family members 

from what data you 
glean from later 

census etc.

3. Note neighbors

5. Add 
comments 

about 
missing 
family 

members 
or marks 
that you 
cannot 
identify.

4. HOH, 
location 

and 
Source

I have designed a set of data extraction forms to make this job easier.
This sample does not show it, but I also put the page and row number in the blank 
space at the upper left corner.
Don’t be content with one or two decades…try to find every census for the family.
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Narrow The Birth RangeNarrow The Birth Range

17651720Rhoda Lacey
1810 3

17741756Roder Agard
1800 2

17751700[wife] Agard
1790 1

YOB MaxYOB MinName/Census

1. In 1790 the females were not given an age range; this range was judged from ages of children 
and husband.

2. Her 1800 mark was in the 26 to 45 yr old column.

3. Her 1810 mark was in the 45+ range; min YOB based on likely upper limit of 90 yrs old.

This sample uses three consecutive censuses to construct a list of birth ranges for 
Rhoda.  
Then, choosing the highest minimum value and the lowest maximum, look how 
her birth range can be narrowed to a 9 year period for the twice widowed Rhoda, 
maiden name unknown.  
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Narrow The Birth RangeNarrow The Birth Range

17901781John Tallman
1810 3

18041795John Talman
1800 2

17941785John Tallman
1810 1

YOB MaxYOB MinName/Census

1. Age 16 – 25 

2. Age 16 – 25 

3. Age 40 – 49 

Remember it is not an exact science.  Age ranges were not always reported 
accurately.
What do you think this one means?
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Court House ResearchCourt House Research

Rich Source of High Quality 
Pre-1850 Genealogy Clues

Because of its difficulty this record group is often looked at last.  

However, since prior to 1850 90% of the male population owned land, these records 
are an excellent way to find clues for your ancestor.
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Before You GoBefore You Go

Explore the area’s history and geography
Find the courthouse and call ahead
Do your homework, plan your strategy
Check your supplies – pack a buddy if 
needed
Dress appropriately
Get plenty of rest and have breakfast!

I would try researching near your home first.  If you do not have any research to do 
in the area, choose a query from a message board and research those names.  If you 
are successful the lister will appreciate your help.  If you find nothing, you will still 
have gained valuable experience. 
Call ahead—I copied down a list that was taped to the reference counter at the Kent 
CT Town Hall that showed all the places Kent Probate records were found for 
various periods.  From 1755-1787, the period I was interested in, were to be found 
in Sharon, but when I got there I was told all those probate records had been moved 
in Canaan.  This was not too big a deal for me as I had other things to lookup in 
Sharon, and it was nearby, but you don’t want to have this happen after you have 
driven 200 miles.
Review your notes and know what you are looking for.
Check your supplies—make sure you have enough paper, forms, pencils [ink is not 
allowed in some locations], a dust rag and flashlight, magnifying glass, lightweight 
cotton gloves, post it flags, empty file folders.  Some courts allow digital photos and 
some don’t even allow the camera past the metal detectors.  Some have copy 
machines that accept cards and some change and some you pay at the counter and 
can even write a check. Some day it might all be uniform but for now that is one of 
the questions you ask when you call ahead.
The books are heavy and are stored both up high and down low.  Some places are 
dusty.  Wear serviceable clothing and comfortable shoes.  If you are not up to lifting 
take someone with who is…possibly a grandchild.  High school students can stay 
occupied with ipod and cell phone for many a long hour without getting 
bored…texting and music being as beloved by them as genealogy is by you.  What a 
fortuitous development!
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History & GeographyHistory & Geography

Familiarize yourself with your target area before you do any on site research.  
Roots web has a search box for locating the present county for most existing towns.
There are many other web sites that will assist you.  As you narrow your scope you 
may want to purchase some books on the area, but these web sites give you a wealth 
of information to assist you in narrowing the scope.  Depending on the number of 
volunteers and quality of content submitted these local sites can also be rich in data, 
most often biographies and vital records, as well as individual town histories. 
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US US GenWebGenWeb

Gen web…each state has a web site linked to this page, and county pages linked to 
their state page.
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DCGS CommunitiesDCGS Communities

Our web site has a page under the vital records menu that gives location names, 
both existing and past, and tells what town they are/were found in.
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World World GenWebGenWeb

Other countries outside the US also have genweb sites.
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ALHNALHN

The American Local History Network is another great source of local history 
enrichment.
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The Red BookThe Red Book

The Red Book is a source no American genealogist should be without.  For each 
state it gives information on what records are available and in what repositories.  It 
is available in the library or you can buy your own copy.  Used editions are 
available at Amazon.com for under a dollar, believe it or not!
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The Red BookThe Red Book

Each state has an informational section and a county map.  For states such as CT 
that do not use counties as government centers the map also shows townships in 
each county.
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The Red BookThe Red Book

For many states you will find a table for the townships providing the Town Hall 
Address, County, Date formed, location on the county map, and earliest year for 
both vital records and town records.
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The Red BookThe Red Book

The counties are listed for all states, showing when the county was formed, the 
parent county if applicable, the beginning year for deeds and for surrogate records.
In this case we see that if my ancestor lived in Syracuse but migrated from NY to 
MI in 1792, then we need to look not in Onondaga Co but rather Herkimer.
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Court SystemCourt System

Divisions vary depending on type of 
record.
Make a location to time period chart for 
your ancestor, to the best of your 
knowledge.
Consult the Red Book for time frames and 
record locations.
Keep an open mind – sometimes legal 
transactions for a prior location were 
handled after moving.

Divisions vary depending on type of record.
Make a location to time period chart for your ancestor, to the best of your 
knowledge.
Consult the Red Book for time frames and record locations.
Keep an open mind – sometimes legal transactions for a prior location were handled 
after moving.
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Directories On LineDirectories On Line

Use google search to find contact information for your court.  This shows how NY 
is divided into districts that contain more than one county.  I found these directories 
by using “Clinton County NY Surrogate Court” in the google search box
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Court Record IndicesCourt Record Indices

Many records in the courthouse are indexed in one book with the document in a box 
or another book.  If you think about it, these indices were kept in ledgers by hand.  
For many records, one page for all the surnames beginning with each letter certainly 
wasn’t going to cut it.  Over the years different methods of indexing were 
developed.  They all consist of ways to narrow down the number of names on each 
page…and each page could still grow to several pages all with the same page 
number.  Two problems with this is the complexity of the system and the fact that 
your ancestor’s page number depended on the first three letters in the name.  So you 
sometimes need to check more than one ledger page for alternate spellings.  The 
system used in Dutchess County Courthouse records room is very intuitive and can 
be navigated without any training.  Some of these indices look like Greek and you 
may never come across an example of every one of them.  My advice would be to 
always take a copy of this book Courthouse Research for Family Historians with 
you and learn by doing.  This book is so valuable I have two copies—one for the 
house and one for the brief case.
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Land OwnershipLand Ownership

More than just Deeds
Mortgages
Rent ledgers
Lis pendens
Surveys and plats
Boundary disputes

Feudal system and leasing
Metes and bounds vs. public lands
Before you begin searching

A few considerations to cover before we actually go to the courthouse:
More than just Deeds

Mortgages
Rent ledgers
Lis pendens
Surveys and plats
Boundary disputes

Feudal system and leasing
Metes and bounds vs. public lands
Before you begin searching
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Minimum VocabularyMinimum Vocabulary

In the case of land records, the deed.Indenture

Many states required that a wife sign 
permission to transfer her dower.  Check 
local laws for time frame and applicability.

Release of 
dower

One who guarantees payment of the debt.Surety
A debt is involved.Deed of trust

This only states that the person signing 
relinquishes claim on the property.

Quitclaim

Seller, person transferring ownership to 
another.  Party of the first part.

Grantor

Buyer, person to whom property is 
transferred.  Party of the second part.

Grantee

There are certainly many many more terms to learn.  Glossaries are available on line and in the 
Courthouse Research book.  My advice would be to look them up as you need them, and then again 
if you forget them, and eventually you will master the terms needed.  Here are a few you should 
know for all land research.
Grantee Buyer, person to whom property is transferred.  Party of the second part.
Grantor Seller, person transferring ownership to another.  Party of the first part.
Quitclaim This only states that the person signing relinquishes claim on the property.
Deed of trust A debt is involved.
Surety One who guarantees payment of the debt.

Dower - A wife's interest in her husband's property, inheritable at his death. English 
probate law set this at 1/3. "Her thirds" was a phrase used for this. In the U.S. it was 
common for a woman to formally relinquish her dower claim on land sold by the 
husband. This further guaranteed that the property was clear of all obligations. In 
some areas the lack of a dower relinquishment at the time of sale was proof that the 
man was single or widowed. See also jointure. 
Land records often reveal the name of a man's wife. The English common law 
system of "dower rights" for a widow was followed in the American colonies and 
continued in most U.S. states well into the 19th Century. Dower rights entitled a 
widow to 1/3 of her husband's estate upon his death. No written will had to specify 
that amount. As a result of the dower rights of a married woman, early land deeds 
will almost always mentioned the name of a man's wife because she had a legal 
interest in any land being sold or purchased. In fact, a woman had "veto power" 
over the sale of land by her husband. Under the English system, a married woman 
could not own land in her own name, but with her dower rights, she could veto the 
sale of the land. Many early deed transcripts will include an affidavit in which a 
wife was interviewed privately by the court clerk to determine if she was in favor of 
the sale or not.
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Early Land OwnershipEarly Land Ownership

King of England granted land to groups of 
wealthy speculators [Company].
Speculators authorized local individuals or 
agents [Proprietors] to sell land, set aside 
common areas, etc.
Profit was expected.  Settlers to generate 
this profit were induced by promise of free 
land. 

The speculators, sometimes referred to as Companies, usually stayed in England 
and granted land rights on blocks of land to individuals or agents [Proprietors] who 
could sell land, set aside common areas, and so forth.

This was a profit business, and to make a profit required a variety of settlers who 
were induced to come to the colonies by promise of free land.  Land ownership 
followed the laws of England.  After the Revolutionary War, land held by the 
Crown was now owned by the new US Government.
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Land Grant DocumentsLand Grant Documents

Warrant
Survey
Patent

Some documents you may encounter.
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WarrantsWarrants

First document in land grant process
Authorized tract to be set aside for 
grant or sale
General land description
Issued by a government agency
Bounty land warrants were used to 
pay soldiers

Warrants are records that can confirm that your ancestor did indeed receive a land 
grant, it is the first document in what may be several records relating to a land grant 
to a private party.

This was the first document in the land grant process. A warrant authorizes a tract of 
land to be set aside for a land grant or sale. It may describe the land in general 
terms, such as "200 acres of land West of the New River". A governmental agency 
issued a warrant, e.g., the King of England, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
the Proprietor of Maryland, the State of Connecticut, or the United States Federal 
Government if the land were located in one of the thirty Public Land States after 
1787.

Warrants were issued by Colonial, State, and Federal Governments as payment to 
soldiers for service in various wars, including the Colonial Wars of the 18th 
Century, the Revolutionary War, and the War of 1812. These "bounty-land" 
warrants indicated a certain number of acres of land without describing the land 
precisely. The warrant certificate had a cash value based on the location of the land 
and the number of acres involved. Warrants could be assigned (sold) to someone 
other than the person granted the warrant before the land was surveyed.



43

SurveysSurveys

Exact location and boundary description
Chain bearers can provide clues
Metes and bounds
Timeline:

1785 Land Ordinance set up rectangular 
survey system
1787 Northwest Territory created
1796 Land Ordinance changed section 
numbering system [earlier system used 
principally in Ohio]
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Metes and BoundsMetes and Bounds

Original surveying system brought 
from England
Used in the original 13 Colonies
Physically describe starting point 
and then goes around property 
bounds using compass headings 
from point to point

Original surveying system brought from England
Used in the original 13 Colonies
Physically describe starting point and then goes around property bounds using 
compass headings from point to point
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Metes and BoundsMetes and Bounds

1
2

"Beginning at a stone on the Bank of Doe River, at a point where the highway from 
A. to B. crosses said river (see point marked C. on Diagram 1); thence 40 degrees 
North of West 100 rods to a large stump; then 10 degrees North of West 90 rods; 
thence 15 degrees West of North 80 rods to an oak tree (see Witness Tree on 
Diagram 1); then due East 150 rods to the highway; thence following the course of 
the highway 50 rods due North; then 5 degrees North of East 90 rods; thence 45 
degrees of South 60 rods; thence 10 degrees North of East 200 rods to the Doe 
River; thence following the course of the river Southwesterly to the place of 
beginning."

This plan has resulted in endless confusion and litigation, as landmarks decay and 
change, and it is a well-known fact that the compass-needle varies and does not 
always point due North. This may have been bad news for those embroiled in lot 
line disputes, but it is good news for you, as these civil proceedings may yield more 
clues regarding your ancestors.
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Public Land SystemPublic Land System

Rectangular grid.
Thinking of a table, the townships are 
rows, ranges are columns.
Grid is divided into quadrants, numbering 
east, west, north and south out from the 
center point.
Thinking of graphing grid and math, the x 
axis is for range numbering and the y axis 
is for township numbering.

There is a handout in your packet describing this system.

As a caution, Canada uses the Dominion Land Surveying System.  It is very similar, 
but section numbering is reversed, so that whereas our section 1 is in the NE corner 
of the township, in Canada it will be in the SE corner.

Sometimes it is useful to plot out your ancestor’s land along with potential kin to 
see if they were neighbors, something that may not be readily obvious from the 
verbal description.
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Public Land SystemPublic Land System

We don’t have time to get into detail on this topic today but there is a link provided 
to review it in greater detail.
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Which Is Which?Which Is Which?

STATE LAND STATES USE 
METES AND BOUNDS

State Land States are the original 
thirteen states plus five states 
whose bounds were taken from 
the original thirteen, i.e., 
Vermont, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Maine, and West Virginia. Upon 
annexation to the Union, both 
Texas and Hawaii retained 
ownership of their public lands 
and became State Land States. 

Twenty U.S. States retained 
ownership of their lands and 
set up a General Land Office 
for the issuing of land grants.

PUBLIC LAND STATES USE 
RECTANGULAR SURVEY

In 1787 the United States 
Government created the 
Territory Northwest of the Ohio 
River and the "Public Domain" of 
the United States was born. 
Public Domain areas today 
comprise a total of thirty (30) 
states, which are called "Public 
Land States". 

Land in the thirty Public Land 
States was sold by the United 
States Federal Government.

You have a handout in your packet that summarizes this information.

STATE LAND STATES USE METES AND BOUNDS
State Land States are the original thirteen states plus five states whose bounds were taken from the original thirteen, i.e., 
Vermont, Kentucky, Tennessee, Maine, and West Virginia. Upon annexation to the Union, both Texas and Hawaii retained 
ownership of their public lands and became State Land States. 
Twenty U.S. States retained ownership of their lands and set up a General Land Office for the issuing of land grants. 

PUBLIC LAND STATES USE RECTANGULAR SURVEY
In 1787 the United States Government created the Territory Northwest of the Ohio River and the "Public Domain" of the 
United States was born. Public Domain areas today comprise a total of thirty (30) states, which are called "Public Land States".
Land in Public Land States was sold by the United States Federal Government.



49

What Time Frame?What Time Frame?

WHEN did your ancestor live in the area?
WHEN did individual land ownership 
become customary in the area?

Kelly, Arthur C. M.  Settlers and Residents Vol. 3, Part 1: Town of Livingston 1710-1899.  
Rhinebeck, NY: Kinship, c1978.

Not only is it important to know what type of state your ancestor lived in, but when 
you narrow your search to the county you should look at the history of land 
ownership for that area.  The lords or the patents leased land to farmers and 
merchants.  For example, if your ancestors lived in some of the Columbia County 
NY towns before 1800 and their name was not Livingston you are not likely to find 
much in the way of deeds or mortgages in their name.  In this case look in the rent 
ledgers.  In this transcription found in 
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Use Use Google Google SearchSearch

You might often find patent maps for your area by using google search. 
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Court House First StopCourt House First Stop

For land records your first stop at the courthouse will be the grantor and grantee 
indices.  Each book generally covers a period of years for the alphabet letter.  You 
will find one indexed by grantees and one by grantors. Keep your ancestor’s brief 
form timeline chart with you and refer back to it.
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Make a ListMake a List

Using the grantee and grantor indices make a list of the entries you want to look up 
in the deed books.  If you run out of time you can go back and finish up using this 
list.  Be careful to list the names as they appear—grantee or grantor.
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What Do Deeds Reveal?What Do Deeds Reveal?

In your packet you should find a blank Land Records Data form that you can 
duplicate for abstracting the data.  Remember, if possible, you want to also have a 
photocopy to attach to this form.  In addition to the actual abstract you have spaces 
to fill in relevant citation details as well as a section to record your conclusions—
your own interpretation of what the facts reveal—in this case you should note that 
Sarah’s maiden name is Pugsley and that she and John are likely siblings.  There is a 
lookups section to note what you want to find next to expand on this document—in 
this case I want to look for Miller’s and Pugsley’s in Chenango County.
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Where Do I Go Next?Where Do I Go Next?

“the said..” 
[sometimes 
“sd.”] means 

that the 
person or 
place was 
mentioned 

earlier in the 
document.

Samuel 
Pugsley is 
mentioned 

just the 
once????

Here we find confirmation that Sarah Pugsley is the wife of Gurdon Miller.  It looks 
like Matthias G Miller is definitely a person of interest.  And this is the first clue 
that Gurdon and Sarah ever lived in Orange County.  So I want to look at the 1810 
through 1830 census of Newburgh and check for deeds in Orange County as well. 
Something curious I noticed here…**** Samuel Pugsley is called “the said Samuel 
Pugsley”.  Said is used when the person or place is previously referred to in the 
document.  For my purposes this did not impact the data, but I make a note of it 
anyway just in case it ties into something later.
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EstatesEstates

Wills, Probate Proceedings, 
Inventories, Guardianships
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Probate ProceedingsProbate Proceedings

Wills are but a part of it
Intestate—dying without a will [also 
in testate]
The probate packet
Proving a will
Letters of administration [letters 
testamentary]

You may not find a will for your ancestor—sometimes that does not matter as the 
probate proceedings may include depositions, affidavits of heirship and more.  But 
not always.  Recently I read in SBP that Pelatiah Brewster died in Southfields, 
Orange, NY bef 25 Feb 1806 when letters on his estate were granted to Jesse 
Marvin, son-in-law.  Excitedly I rushed off to Goshen to expand on my find.  What I 
found was a form in the Letters book, one page, that said that Letters to the estate of 
Pelatiah Brewster were granted 25 Feb 1806 to Jesse Marvin, his son-in-law.  That 
was the extent of the information.  But this is not always the case.  Either way, 
many times your ancestor will be found in the probate records whether or not they 
left a will, so do not assume the will is the be all and end all.
To prove a will means to submit proof that the will is valid, such as affidavits or 
witness statements, that are accepted by the presiding court—probate has a wider 
meaning and refers to all of the processes
Letters of administration - An order received from the probate court that gives the 
Administrator, Executor/Executrix or Personal Representative of an estate the legal 
authority to locate, manage, invest, spend, and distribute the assets of an estate.  
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The WillThe Will

Original, transcription, abstract
Administrator vs Executor
“In the name of God, amen”

You may find wills copied in the clerk’s hand or in original form..depending on 
time frame and location.  Abstracts will be found in books and periodicals outside 
the courthouse.
The executor is named by the testator in the will, while the administrator is named 
by the court if there is no will.  They serve the same function, to administer the 
estate in compliance with existing local law, and, where applicable, according to the 
provisions of the will.
Wills that begin with an oath are not written by Quakers or any religion that does 
not believe in swearing oaths.
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Who Inherits and How?Who Inherits and How?

Heirs at law – heirship succession [spouse, 
surviving children, grandchildren only of 
children who are deceased, parents….etc.]
Naming the children
Primogeniture [abolished 1777 GA, 1784 
NC, 1785 VA, 1786 MD + NY, 1791 SC, 
1798 RI*—check local laws for others]
Per stirpes or per capita
Daughters

* From 1718 to 1728 Rhode Island law specified the estate would descend to all children with the 
eldest son receiving a double portion.

Heirship succession specifies the order of inheritance and has changed very little 
over time.  Check to see who signs off on the distribution of property.
Do not assume omitting a child meant they did not belong in the family or that they 
were disinherited.  Naming the children was not required by law. If the testator 
named some and omitted others or left them a very small sum, it could mean they 
were disinherited, but much more often it signified that the testator had already 
previously given the child their share by transferring land or other possessions.
Primogeniture was based on the common law of England and stated that the eldest 
son inherited any real property not otherwise devised.  So the eldest may not have 
even been mentioned, since his portion was declared thus by law. This was 
practiced in the southern states, NY and RI, and abolished roughly in the last quarter 
of the 18th century.
Per stirpes - a method of dividing an estate in which descendants of a deceased 
person share as a group in the portion of the estate to which the deceased would 
have been entitled. So if the deceased had three children they are each entitled to 
1/3rd.  If one child was deceased and had four children, each of those four would 
receive 1/12th.
Local laws varied with respect to daughters inheriting land in the case of intestate
probate.  
If a father had enough property he may have included daughters and sons in law.  
Daughters may have inherited household furniture or livestock.  Amounts advanced 
to them while the father was alive were deducted from the portion they received 
upon his death.
Unmarried daughters were provided for—in addition to bequests the will usually 
designated they could live in the family home until they married.
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InventoriesInventories

Disinterested parties were assigned to appraise the estate property.  Many such 
inventories contained an accounting of debts owed to and by the decedent, 
providing additional names to research.
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InventoriesInventories

The inventory appraised common household items and clothing as well



61

InventoriesInventories

This inventory includes a list of articles not appraised there being a widow.  This is 
of interest as it gives a more complete picture of your ancestor’s household, plus 
these items were passed down, perhaps for several generations.
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Ancestor BelongingsAncestor Belongings

You might have a little fun googling your ancestor’s possessions to see what they 
looked like:
Liverpool ware plate…these also came with painted designs and can be had today 
for less than $20 a plate.
Britannica tea pot – many varieties.  Britannica metal is sometimes referred to as 
pewter.
Pay special attention to tool collections as this helps document your ancestor’s 
occupation.  A favorite reference of mine is this book on tools and trades.  If your 
ancestor had a trade requiring training, you may want to check apprenticeship 
records for clues of his parentage.
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GuardianshipsGuardianships

Not just for orphans
Notice of a minor choosing a 
guardian
Entailed property
Next friend, guardian ad litem
“Infant”

Guardianships were appointed for minors under 21 to look out for their financial 
interests.  Depending on local laws, the guardian may be required to be a non-
relative of the deceased parent.  A non-minor may also have needed a guardian if 
they were judged incompetent due to senility, mental illness or even habitual 
drunkenness.  [we may want to think about re-instituting this custom]
A minor could choose the guardian at age 14, thus fixing their age between 14-21.  
In the case of a guardian being appointed during probate and then later the child 
choosing their own guardian the age range can be narrowed as the child likely filed 
soon after turning 14.
Entailed property has had the normal rules of inheritance altered to specify who 
would inherit that property.  Imagine the case of a widow remarrying and moving 
several states away to relocate with her second marriage.  It would not make sense 
to keep that property for her young child.  In this case there would be paperwork 
requesting permission to sell the entailed land.  Permission was likely to come with 
the requirement that the proceeds would be used to purchase land for the child in the 
new location, thus preserving the intent of the testator.  
Next friend and guardian ad litem would be appointed to act on behalf of the minor 
or incompetent individual temporarily, but would not have the power of guardian, 
rather they would be to act on behalf, perhaps to file a petition.
The term infant here means a minor, not a baby.
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RelinquishmentRelinquishment

If the person(s) with first right to 
administer an estate chose to give up that 
right you will find a signed 
relinquishment.
This was often the widow, who might 
specify a choice for alternate 
administrator.
In this case you may not find the name of 
the widow anywhere else in the file.
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RenunciationRenunciation

This document renounces the terms 
specified in the will in favor of the 
inheritance dictated by law.
For example, say a man with no children 
leaves his wife a 1/3 of his estate, but 
intestate law allowed her 1/2 since they 
had no children.
These renunciations can sometimes 
indicate family troubles.
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Other Court RecordsOther Court Records

Civil Cases and Other Matters

In addition to land and probate records there are many other types of court records 
that are of value to the genealogist.  We don’t really have time to get into these 
today, but I want to just give you a few lists to give you an idea of what might be 
found. 
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Record BooksRecord Books

Bond books
Court minute books / Journals
Court order books
Dockets
Execution books
Fee books
Judgment books
Indictment record
Jury register

Civil and criminal proceedings may contain records for your ancestor.  Even if he 
kept his nose clean legally he may have appeared as a witness or jury member.  In 
state land states where metes and bounds surveys could sometimes be ambiguous, 
property line disputes were common, and you may gain clues from these cases.
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Types of DocumentsTypes of Documents

Affidavit
Answer
Bastardy bond
Bill
Certified copy
Citation
Complaint
Decree

Deposition
Exemplified copy
Injunction
Judgment
Memorial
Show cause order
Summons
Writ 

One thing of special interest is the bastardy bond.  You may think the father’s name 
in the case of an illegitimate child is unknown, but in some states this is not the 
case.  When a pregnancy was reported the mother was questioned, and the father 
named would be summoned and required to post a bond to guarantee his support of 
the child.  If the mother refused to name the father, a member of her family posted 
the bond.  If she could not get anyone to post it she might have been confined.  Each 
locality was required to support their own poor and incompetents.  This was one 
way of limiting the liability of this expense to the public.  In New England those 
that appeared likely to become a burden were “warned out” of the town if they had 
not been born there. Some places habitually warned out newcomers even if they did 
not appear poor. These warnings out for many New England towns have been 
published as collections and are also a valuable source to establish residence for a 
family on the move.
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Other RecordsOther Records

Name changes
Tax records
Foreclosures
Road records
Coroner’s records
Voter registrations
Naturalizations
Divorces
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NewspapersNewspapers

Alternate Vital Records, Legal 
Notices, Human Interest Stories

We have already seen how newspapers can be a source of legal records.  They can 
give us data for all of the other record groups as well. 
The first newspaper was printed in Boston in 1690 by Benjamin Harris – Public 
Occurrences Both Foreign and Domestic.  It was short and consisted of only one 
issue claiming that he would issue the paper once a month, or, if any glut of 
occurrences happen, oftener. It received a very bad reaction from the govt
bureaucracy who issued warnings against future publications without license.  The 
next paper was printed in 1704, the Boston News-Letter.  
The Boston Gazette and the New England Courant, and the New England Journal 
followed in 1719, 1721 and 1727 in Boston. The American Weekly Mercury was 
published in Philadelphia beginning in 1719.  The New York Gazette appeared in 
1725 followed by the Maryland Gazette in 1727 and the Pennsylvania Gazette in 
1728.  So, very early on there is quite a bit of genealogical information that you can 
search in the comfort of your home by browsing the collections on ancestry, 
genealogy bank or newspaper archives.  I love searching the newspapers because 
you never know what you are going to find.
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The Case of The Case of Ibrook Ibrook MillerMiller

From the 1811 Burlington Sentinel:  PATIENCE MILLER of 
St. Albans Franklin Co., VT brought her petition to this 
Court stating, that on the 10th day of March 1799 at 
Plattsburgh in the state of New York, she was lawfully 
married to IBROOK MILLER, then of said Plattsburgh, now 
of Quebeck, in the province of Lower Canada, with who she 
lived in the due observance of the marriage Covenant until 
the 10th day of December 1807, when the said IBROOK 
willfully deserted her and has ever since absented himself 
from her, wholly neglecting to perform any of the duties 
enjoyened by the marriage contract & also treated her with 
intolerable severity &c. praying this Court to grant her a bill 
of Divorce, from the said IBROOK. To be published , etc. 
and he to make answer. etc,.   

Franklin County, Supreme Court - Dec Term 1810.

Ibrook Miller appears in the 1800 census of Plattsburgh, Clinton, 
NY, but not afterwards.  From the Burlington [VT] Sentinel we 
learn that in Dec of 1810 Patience Miller of Franklin County VT 
sued Ibrook for divorce, they having married Plattsburgh March of 
1799, claiming he treated her severely, deserted her and went to
“Quebeck”, Lower Canada. **** The article tells you what 
courthouse is likely to find more information, but from the 
newspaper article you know at minimum a petition was filed.  He 
appears to have returned [to the US at least, whether or not to 
Patience I cannot say] as he appears on the list of Vermont War of 
1812 Pensioners, and apparently was buried in Vermont.  
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Ibrook Ibrook Disappears AgainDisappears Again

Bennington 
Banner

28 Oct 1975

We learn this through the benefit of some 140 years elapsed time. It seems Ibrook
took off again, this time after he died.  In 1975 the Bennington Banner ran 
a news story about a trial of four doctors who were charged with
grave robbing, stating “the last major prosecution under the 
archaic state grave robbing law was in 1837 in Westhampton 
when William Slack and a Mr. Kingsley dug up the body of Ibrook
Miller and sold it for $50 to a doctor.”

And so it is that we fill in the gaps in Ibrook’s colorful story.
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Newspapers Reported:Newspapers Reported:

Birth notices 
Marriage notices
Death notices and obituaries
Political news, appointments
Local society and visitor news

Vital records reported in the local newspapers can fill in where church records are 
missing.  Many historical and genealogical societies have extracted this information 
and posted it on their county genweb sites and/or published it in their quarterly 
journals.
Obituaries are a rich source as they supply maiden and relatives’ names and 
biographical details.
If your ancestor served in an elected or appointed civic official capacity this too 
would be published.
At one time nearly everything that went on found its way into the newspaper.  If 
your in-laws moved to Florida, when they returned for a visit it would be reported, 
along with where they were staying.  We have the same thing now on face book, but 
I wonder if it is being archived and will these details be available in the same way to 
genealogists 200 years from now?  This is something I worry about, along with 
never printed email vs letters and digital day planners vs diaries.  The genealogist of 
the future will have full access to the facts…when born, married and died, as well as 
where the ancestors lived….but what is happening to the colorful daily life details 
of the average individual…will this only exist for those who were lucky enough to 
have a family historian making scrapbooks and archiving photos?
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Nathaniel K LeavittNathaniel K Leavitt

Born ca 1799 Amherst, Hillsborough, 
NH, brother of Mary Leavitt 
Hutchinson.  “Died in Cali.”
Information came in expanding on 
Andrew Leavitt that he lived in 
Albany and had a father named 
Nathaniel who had been an agent for 
the Hutchinson Family Singers.

Here is another example showing how sometimes a newspaper article will provide 
the clue that completes the story.  This is true even when the information presented 
is not completely accurate, as in this case, where an obituary may not get the facts 
right on dates or places that are distant. 
Updating a surname society genealogies, we had one child of Andrew Leavitt and 
Sarah Hastings for whom we had no information other than birth date of before 
1774, and that he died in CA.  Searching for him in CA had turned up no results. He 
was a brother of Mary Leavitt, of Hutchinson Family fame. The Hutchinson Family 
Singers were a 19th-century American family singing group who became the most 
popular American entertainers of the 1840s. This family is important historically, 
aside from our genealogies, as they wrote and performed songs for social change 
that helped the anti-slavery and other movements, much like Peter, Paul and Mary 
or Bob Dylan in our time.
Meanwhile, we had an unhooked line that went back to an Andrew Kimball Leavitt 
sent in by a descendant, and we were trying, unsuccessfully, to place him.  This 
Andrew was a somewhat colorful character, a theater performer.  The descendent 
learned that he had lived in Albany and had a father Nathaniel. We also learned that 
the Hutchinsons had an “Uncle Nat” who met them when they performed in Albany 
and became their agent. Using this intel we were able to find both Nathaniel and 
Andrew in the Albany directories.  Nathaniel disappears from the Albany scene 
before 1850, and we suspected he may have been a 49er but could not find any 
evidence to support that. 
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The Link Is FoundThe Link Is Found

Came to CA in 1849

Daily Evening Bulletin, 
(San Francisco, CA) 
November 21, 1855 

Born in NY not 
strictly correct

56 Yrs old agrees 
with census ranges

Why the 
big 

career 
change?

We did 
not 

know 
about 

his third 
wife.

What 
become 
of the 

3rd dau?

Then one of our researchers, running a search in a database that had previously 
come up empty, found this obituary providing enough information to be sure we had 
the right person. ****
He arrived in CA soon after he disappeared from NY. ****
It says he was born in NY…this likely was reported by a relative or acquaintance 
who did not know that he originally came from NH. ****
His age matches the previous decades’ tick marks. ****
The only thing we wonder about is the dramatic career change…whereas before he 
had been a hairdresser and business manager, here he is a policeman and feed store 
owner.  We can explain this away…note it says efficient member of the police 
department…this could be a desk position for a retiree, and the feed store may have 
been purchased when he arrived. ****
We learn new information…that he had a third wife, and that both his second and 
third wives left him.****
The 1840 for Albany showed three females aged 10-13, so one must have remained 
in NY or died.
This was a very unhappy ending for Nathaniel, but finding the story provided us 
with a happy ending to our search for what became of him.  Since Nathaniel could 
be tied to both his NH family who were documented as to line, and to his son 
Andrew, the ancestor of our unlinked member, it also provided a happy ending for 
that member who now knows how he fits in the family tree.
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CemeteriesCemeteries

Burial Records, Tombstone 
Inscriptions and Photos

Obviously cemetery records deal in reporting death, but in another way they also 
give birth, marriage and military information.
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Marriage Clues In StoneMarriage Clues In Stone

Beyond the obvious fact of death, many stones reveal additional information. 
Here we see an example of maiden name listed on the stone.  It does not say when 
or where the couple married, but still it is a marriage record of sorts



78

Military Clues In StoneMilitary Clues In Stone

Flags indicate service and the metal military markers are added to show which war. 
**** Sometimes the inscription will also give service information. 



79

Those Buried ElsewhereThose Buried Elsewhere

Sometimes the inscription will also give service information. This stone gives the 
record for the son of Russell Hawkes “Benjamin C Hawkes, Sgt Co F Maine 
Cavalry who fell in battle on the 19th of June 1863 at Middlebury VA where his 
body now lies.”
AEt means age at death, and can be used to calculate the approximate birth date.
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Who Lies Here?Who Lies Here?

Sometimes the stone has no inscriptions.  This can be less useful as you really do 
not know for sure who it is.  But if you have a written record that your ancestor is 
buried there, and nearby stones appear to be related, it is certainly possible that this 
is your ancestor’s grave
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Missing CluesMissing Clues

Sometimes a stone is missing or damaged.  Here we see that…. “ J M Robinson….. 
Died”
Well, we sort of hope that was the case prior to his burial here, but beyond that we 
wish we could see his birth or death dates…the stone has been badly patched.  
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Cemetery AssociationsCemetery Associations

In the case of missing or degraded stones transcriptions and cemetery records are 
valuable substitutes.  Transcriptions are often available on line at county gen web 
sites, or in published works put out by historical societies, cemetery associations or 
private individuals.  Once the cemetery reading is published the data is somewhat 
protected
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Monument RecordsMonument Records

Another valuable source is the records of the monument company. These are not 
always published, but when they are they provide valuable information.  This 
sample record comes from the Marble Records Index, published by the Maine Old 
Cemetery Association.  Original records are copied and bound and made available 
at selected libraries.
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Cemetery RecordsCemetery Records

Here you see an actual record page from the cemetery journal showing who is 
buried in each plot.  This one is arranged roughly alphabetically, according to the 
plot owner, but the plot numbers are given so that you can tell who is buried near 
whom.  Sometimes these records are kept on index cards called plot cards.
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Cemetery Plot MapsCemetery Plot Maps

Another way you may come across recording this information is a map showing the 
burials by plot going down each row.
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Find A GraveFind A Grave

If the cemetery is too distant for a visit you may be able to find it on county web 
sites or find a grave. Keep in mind that the biographies and information provided in 
addition to that on the stone is going to be only as good as the submitter. This 
particular example is very good, but such is not always the case.  Some time back I 
was assisting an American living in Asia with his New England research. It seems a 
distant cousin of his who belonged to both SAR and SUVCW wanted to join the 
General Society of the War of 1812.  He found a name in the rolls that was roughly 
the same as their ancestor, and had both his and his wife’s stones removed and 
replaced.  The original stones had initials only for the first names, and the wife’s 
first name had never been documented.  The new stones showed given names and 
dates and were dedicated in a full dress ceremony with American Legionnaires 
present.  The audacity of this fraud enraged my client and the loss of the original 
gravestones saddened both of us.
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Vital RecordsVital Records

Births, Marriages and Deaths

For our purposes we will include civil registrations, church records, town records 
and newspaper vital records. 
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Where Are They Found?Where Are They Found?

Consult the Red Book
Google individual states, counties 
and towns
Gen web usually provides a directory
Find your own local sources

Registration of vital statistics was not mandatory in most locations 
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FamilySearchFamilySearch.org.org

The site of the Church of Latter Day Saints has a great learning section where you 
can download and use research guides for nearly any geographical area.  Lets look 
at one for vital records.
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FamilySearchFamilySearch.org.org

Here you see the sub-section for CT Birth records 1633-1775 with very detailed 
information. 
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FamilySearchFamilySearch.org.org

Drilling down you find a step by step process.
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State Web SitesState Web Sites

Many states offer specialized sites for vital records searching…these however are 
limited to civil registrations kept by the government and would not include church 
or family Bible records.
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State Web SitesState Web Sites
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Hazard ProjectHazard Project

There is a wealth of free information out there, though it may take a while to find it 
for your chosen area.  Here are a few examples for NY and New England.

FHL Hazard NY Quaker records search form
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NY Quaker RecordsNY Quaker Records

There is a wealth of free information out there, though it may take a while to find it 
for your chosen area.  Here are a few examples for NY and New England.

Hazard project typical search results
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NY/NJ DRCNY/NJ DRC

Rpbert Billard’s Dutch Reformed Church record transcriptions
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Marriages 1639Marriages 1639--18011801

Here you see a typical DRC transcription page from Bob’s site…this one for New 
Amsterdam DRC Marriages 1639-1801.
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Free Software HelpsFree Software Helps

Bob also provides a downloadable software application that searches over all his 
files and groups the results of your search into likely family units
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MA VR 1600 MA VR 1600 –– 1850 1850 

Another ongoing transcription project
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VR Indexed by TownsVR Indexed by Towns

Typical town index on the MA Vital records project
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Drill Down to the PageDrill Down to the Page

Drill down to the actual book page
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Ray Brown’s PlaceRay Brown’s Place

Ray Brown’s Place, a great resource for New England history and genealogical 
records
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Ray’s Town IndexRay’s Town Index

Typical town index at Ray’s Place
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Dunham Family SiteDunham Family Site

Dunham family site – the researcher has literally thousands of records transcribed 
and posted here
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Dunham State IndexDunham State Index

State links at the Dunham site
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County DirectoryCounty Directory

Typical state directory at the Dunham site
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Sharon CT VRSharon CT VR

Drill down to individual town transcriptions…the ones for this location were taken 
from Barbour which can also be found on Ancestry.  
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Barbour CollectionBarbour Collection

Once I find a record here I locate it in the actual Barbour volume by going on 
ancestry.com, because I want to see who else in the family has records on the same 
page.  
It is worth noting here that ancestry’s latest “improvement” to their search engine 
failed to find many of these records.
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Browse BarbourBrowse Barbour

In this case I had to find the page using the browse bar at the top of the image, 
which is always available once you get into the collection.  It keeps getting harder 
and harder to find the collection, so I keep a link to it in my favorites.  Over the 
years I have found browsing to be the most effective way to find the records in this 
collection anyway provided you know the town.  If you cannot find it on ancestry, 
don’t give up.  There are gaps in the images. 
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Subscription SitesSubscription Sites

Americanancestors.org  NEHGS
Ancestry.com
Footnote,com
Heritage Quest

Heritage Quest is free with your library card.  I cannot be without ancestry.  With all 
it’s flaws it is still the fastest way to find a variety of records and historical 
information.  American Ancestors, formerly New England Ancestors is easily the 
best site, IMHO, for New York and New England records, and they are expanding.  
The sources are very high quality.  They have Great Migrations, Torrey’s 
Marriages, Settlers of the Beekman Patent [not every volume that has been 
published] the NEGR, 
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Kinship Books & CD’sKinship Books & CD’s

Once you are sure you are in the right region you may wish to purchase record 
collections and finding aids.

Art Kelly, who puts together and publishes our Dutchess Quarterly has a nice 
collection of VR books and CD’s particularly useful to our region
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Hope Farms PressHope Farms Press

Hope farms has a large genealogy and history collection also.



113

AncestorStuffAncestorStuff.com.com

Ancestorstuff.com is a genealogy book store on line with offerings for every state 
and many foreign countries
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DCGS Genealogy 101DCGS Genealogy 101

Next Week: Computer in Genealogy
Beyond: Field trip to FHL ….
And….??? Your choice

Janice Parker and Christine Crawford-Oppenheimer will speak next week.  I hope to 
see you all there.

Please take a moment to let us know your interests for future workshops.


